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One last point of interest from my CapTon interview with Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos last night: The Senate GOP is looking to pass a redistricting plan by March 1, which is pretty much right around the corner. 

Assemblyman Jack McEneny, the Democratic LATFOR co-chair, has been saying the House lines will likely be out sometime toward the end of this month, with a vote likely scheduled for the first week in March. 

Skelos, apparently, has an even more aggressive schedule in mind. He did not specify whether there will be one bill, containing both state legislative and congressional lines, or two. (And I forgot to ask him, an oversight for which I am now kicking myself). 

Skelos called Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s June 26 primary bill impractical and said he’s holding out hope that both the speaker and US District Court Judge Gary Sharpe “reconsider,” insisting: “You jsut can’t get it done, physically.” 

The majority leader, who clearly has given this matter a lot of thought, mapped out for me the timeline of the redistricting process, noting that Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 10 days to either sign or veto the plan passed by the Legislature. 

Even if he does sign, the US Justice Department then has 60 days to review, and then there’s the question of lawsuits – both federal and state – filed to challenge the plan, said Skelos, adding: “That brings you into May, so how do you have petitions being circulated, filed, when you don’t even know whether you’re going to have lines?” 

Of course, the governor has said he would definitely nix the current Senate and Assembly lines, but Skelos made clear there will be changes. Some people believe a little bait-and-switch situation is underway here, with the GOP holding back a less egregious plan that will look fantastic compared to its first attempt. 
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